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December 5, 2003

Mr. Paul Morabito, Chair

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Morabito:

| am writing in strong support of the East Bay Regional Park District's (EBRPD) $2.2
million grant application to California Coastal Conservancy, SF Bay Area Conservancy
Program, for acquisition of a major portion of the Las Trampas Corridor property,
expanding Las Trampas Wilderness Regional Preserve. The estimated cost of the
entire corridor is $6,000,000.

This 940-acre property, located northwest of Las Trampas Wilderness Preserve,
possesses significant natural resources and will provide a buffer to protect trails, wildlife
corridors and the visual integrity with existing parks. The property’s ridgeline dominates
the viewshed of the surrounding urban areas of Walnut Creek, Lafayette, and Moraga. It
contains valuable habitat for mountain lion, golden eagle, Alamedawhipsnake, California
red-legged frog, California tiger salamander and rare plants. The project will also
provide an important link in the Las Trampas to Briones Regional Trail, a segment of the
Calaveras Ridge Trail. The property owners are offering the Park District a valuable
acquisition that is consistent with EBRPD’s Master Plan and Regional Parkland and Trail
Map. This grant from the California State Coastal Conservancy will enable EBRPD to
respond to this opportunity.

| strongly urge the California State Coastal Conservancy to give favorable consideration
to this request.

Sincerely,

“Tar Talsdos~

Tom Torlakson
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Dear Mr. Morabito:

I am writing in strong support of the East Bay Regional Park District’s (EBRPD) $2.2
million grant application to California Coastal Conservancy, SF Bay Area Conservancy
Program for acquisition of a major portion of the Last Trampas Corridor property,
expanding Las Trampas Wilderness Regional Preserve. The estimated cost of the entire
corridor is $6,000,000.

This 940-acre property, located northwest of Las Trampas Wilderness Preserve,
possesses significant natural resources and will provide a buffer to protect trails, wildhfe
corridors and the visual integrity with existing parks. The property’s ridgeline dominates
the viewshed of the surrounding urban areas of Walnut Creek, Lafayette, and Moraga. It
contains valuable habitat for mountain lion, golden eagle, Alameda whipsnake, California
red-legged frog, California tiger salamander and rare plants. The project will also
provide an important link in the Las Trampas to Briones Regional Trail, a segment of the
Calaveras Ridge Trail. The property owners are offering the Park District a valuable
acquisition that is consistent with EBRPD’s Master Plan and Regional Parkland and Trail
Map. This grant from the California State Coastal Conservancy will enable EBRPD to
respond to this opportunity.

I strongly urge the California State Coastal Conservancy to give favorable consideration
to this request.

Sincerely,

L~ \%.«u coe b

LONI HANCOCK
Assemblywoman
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December §, 2003 i
Board of Directors:
Malcolm Sproul
President
Arthur Bonwell Mr. Paul Morabito, Chair
Allan Prager California State Coastal Conservancy
Vice Presidents .
Douglas Knauer 1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Secretary Oakland, CA 94612
Frank Varenchik
Treasurer s
Dear Mr. Morabito:
Burt Bassler
Mary L. Bowerman, Ph.D. . . L. . )
Donald de Fremery It has come to my attention that the East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) is applying
gf"‘LHe}”(P“"Dv to the California State Costal Conservancy for $2,200,000 for acquisition of the Las
i{f&ﬂd::: o Trampas Corridor property as part of an extension of Las Trampas Wilderness Regional
Steven Mehlman, J.D. Preserve. The total purchase price is $3,700,000. This grant from the California State
JEGhi Mo Coastal Conservancy will enable EBRPD to purchase the property in a short time period.

David Sargent
David Trotter

Sharon Walters The 673 acre property is located northwest of Las Trampas Wilderness Preserve at the
Directors eastern terminus of Hunsaker Canyon Road. It possesses significant natural resources
Staff: and will provide a buffer to protect trails, wildlife corridors and the visual integrity with
Bonalil Bigwin exist_ing pa{ks. The:' property owners are offering the District an aqquisition opportunity
Executive Director that is consistent with the adopted EBRPD’s Master Plan and Regional Parkland and
Seth Adams Trail Map.

Director of Land

Programs . . ) . N

Suzanne Bitz Through this letter I am urging the California State Coastal Conservancy to give favorable
Qlfiee Munager consideration to this request.

SMD Mailing Address: .

1196 Boulevard Way #10 Sincerely,

Walnut Creek, CA 94595 2? ji

Telephone:

(925) 947-3535 Ron Brown

e Executive Director

(925) 947-3603

Website:

www.savemountdiablo.org
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PO, Box 2452
Martinez, CA 94533
(923) 228-5460

Fax {923) 372-3460

E-petil

intoftmuirhedmgelandtrust org

Website:

www.miirhenagelandmist org

Boarp oF DMRECTORS
Cheir:

Peter Langley

Vice Chair:

Nancy Schaefer
Secrelery

Mary Ann Gacbe
Treasuren:

Don Manning

Dick Awenius
Joseph Byrme
Peter Colby
Roger Dolan
Ken Fischer
Sheila Grilll
Steve Pardieck
Marj Ross
Bill Weiner
Mark Wilson

EmErITUS
Boarn MEMEERS
Hulet Hombeck
Hal Olson
Jack Telfer

Everen Turner

HoxorARY
Boarp MEMDER
Jim Cutler

STAFF
Executive Director:
Batt

v Associcte

Alice Stadum
iredship Assoctate:

Beth Pardieck

EXHIBIT 5: Letters of Support

MUIR HERITAGE
LAND TRUST

December 8, 2003

Mr. Paul Morabito, Chair

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Morabito:

It has come to my attention that the East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) is
applying to the California State Costal Conservancy for $2,200,000 for acquisition of
the Las Trampas Corridor property as part of an extension of Las Trampas
Wilderness Regional Preserve. The total purchase price is $3,700,000. This grant
from the California State Coastal Conservancy will enable EBRPD to purchase the
property in a short time period.

The 673 acre property is located northwest of Las Trampas Wilderness Preserve at
the eastern terminus of Hunsaker Canyon Road. It possesses significant natural
resources and will provide a buffer to protect trails, wildlife corridors and the visual
integrity with existing parks. The property owners are offering the District an -
acquisition opportunity that is consistent with the adopted EBRPD's Master Plan and
Regional Parkland and Trail Map.

Through this letter I am urging the California State Coastal Conservancy to give
favorable consideration to this request.

Sincerely,
- 2
_]TI'\O._ (JU{'

Tina Batt

Muir Heritage Land Trust
P.O. Box 2452

Martinez, CA 94553

¥/ Tr_- rx

* 10 2003
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MT. DIABLO AUDUBON SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 53
WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA 94596

December 11, 2003

Mr. Paul Morabito, Chair

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100

Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Las Trampas Corridor Acquisition
Dear Mr. Morabito:

On behalf of the Board of Directors and members of the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society, | would
like to express our strong support for East Bay Regional Park District's grant application to the
California Coastal Conservancy for the acquisition of the Gleason property in the Las Trampas
Corridor.

Totaling more than 670 acres, this property constitutes the most significant remaining
undeveloped land in an otherwise urbanized area. Surrounded by the cities of Walnut Creek,
Lafayette and Moraga, the proposed acquisition contains a variety of important plant
communities, such as oak/bay woodland, chaparral, grassland and riparian. This property
provides critical habitat for several state and federally listed and endangered species, including
California red-legged frog and the Alameda whipsnake, as well as the mountain lion and
golden eagle. Numerous drainages and year-round water support migratory songbirds and a
diverse resident population of birds and other wildlife.

Relentless pressure from surrounding development makes the assemblage and protection of
large parcels of habitat more critical than ever. The Gleason property represents a critical link
in an important East Bay ridgeland wildlife corridor.

A diverse and healthy natural community is vital to our quality of life. East Bay Regional Park
District's plans to acquire this property and protect it from development are consistent with Mt.
Diablo Audubon Society's mission and goals. Accordingly, we strongly urge the Coastal
Conservancy to support this proposal.

Sincerly, < REGCEIVED
gllch_ae[ R. Williams ONSERVANGY
resident GOA(SJR{LEND CALIE
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